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20 Magrtiov 2020

EvAaBeatartovg Iegatikwg [goiotapévoug, Evrtipotatovg IIgoédgovg kat
A&otipa MéAN twv A.Z., Didonttwyovg AdeAd@otntes, AdackaAovg,
AdaokaAiooeg, Mabntéc kat MaOntoieg, NeoAaia twv Kowvotntwv kat

anav 1o evAaféc mAnewpa tne EAAnvikrc OpBoddfov Agxlemiokontic Kavada

Avyamnnrot ev Kvolw,

v and 13 Maoptiov 2020 eykUkAlo, oxeTkd pe tov Kopovoio, éypaga: «H Iepa
Agxltemiokonn pag kar ot Kowwotntéc g 0° axodovOrjoovpe emaxoifwg
EVTOAEG KAl 001 Yieg TwVv kVPeQVoewV Tov Kavada».

Amo pépovg twv kuBepovnoewv tov Kavada dev @atvetatr va éxel aAda&el timote.
‘Exovv, 0pwg, aAAd&el MOAAL amd epuds katl TOUG XOLOTIAvoug pac. H evtoArn) kat ot
odnyiec Twv kvPeovroewv tov Kavada etvat, avOowmot nAkiag avw twv 65 etwv
Kal pe meoPANpata vyelag va un Byatvouv anmd ta omitix Tovg. AvtO AmMO TOLG
evAaBelc NAkwpévoug xootavovg pag dev tnoeital. Patvetal, emiong, ot dev
moeital n evtoAn amo toug lepeic kat To AonTko LupBovAlo, va pnv vTaEXovV
otoug lepovg Naovg meguoodtepa amtd mevrvra (50) atopa. ' tovg Adyovg avtovg
avaykaldpaote va ridpe 0to teAevtalo péTo, To omoio Oa epaguooOetl.

Amo edw kot méga otovg Iegovg pag Naovg Ba tedovvrar OAeg ot Iepég
AxoAovOieg kol Oeieg AeltovQyieg pe HOVOUG TOV LEQéa, TOV PAATH KAl TOV
VEWKOQO KAl KEKAELOPEVWVY TwV Bvewv Tov Iegov Naov.

Aev mpémel va mapaAeintetat kapia Ieod AkoAovOia kat Oela Aertovgyila yix dVo
KLOlwg Adyouc.

a) Na vuvoAoyeitat kat va doEoAoyeitat o Toloayiog Oeog kat

B) ot Iepéc AxoAovOiec kat ot Oelec Aertovpyleg va petadidoviat dix Héow TwWvV
KOWWVIKQOV HEOWV dKTOWOTG, wote ot evAaPels xowotiavol va dvvavtal va Tig
TIAQAKOAOVOOVV KAl V& TQOOEVXOVTAL.



Mag didetar pe tov TEOTO avTO 1) eVKAIRI VA KAVOLUE TO OTITL PAC KAL TNV
OKOYEVELX HAG «KatT olkov ekkAnoia», omwe pag Aéyet o Amootodog IMavAoc.
IapakaAw, ag moooTaBnoove OAOL LA VA KAVOULE TNV OLOLX TO OTITL Hag «kat
olkov exkAnoia».

Evxopat xat mpooevxopar o Iavayabog Oeoc va pag Pondnoet cvviopa va
amaAAayovue amo v doxiuaoia avtr). Euelc pe m oepad pag va mpoomadrjoovpe
OAoL pag va epaguolovpe emakQBws TIg odnyles Twv kvPegvrioewv pac. H Cwr) pag
aTto o MEWL pHéXOL To BEAdL va etval pia ovvexng kKat adLAA LT TTOOCELVXT).

Me matowr) avydmn kot Oeouég evxég

O APXIEIIIZXKOIIOX

O KANAAA XQTHPIOX

KXy
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March 20, 2020

Reverend Fathers, Honourable Presidents and Esteemed Members of the Boards of
Directors, Members of the Philoptochos Societies, Teachers, Students and Youth
Members of the Communities, and to the Entire Plenitude of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of Canada

Beloved in the Lord,

In my Encyclical dated March 13, 2020 on the issue of the coronavirus, I stated that:
“Our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and its Communities will precisely observe the
directives and instructions of the Canadian government authorities.”

Nothing seems to have changed on the part of the Canadian authorities. But our
conduct and that of our Christians have changed. The Canadian authorities have
directed seniors over 65 and persons with health problems not to leave their homes.
This is not being respected by our pious elderly Christians. It also appears that the
instruction for the Priests and the Community Councils to limit Church attendance to
no more than fifty (50) persons is not being respected. For these reasons, we are forced
to resort to the final measure, which will be enforced.

From this point forward, all of our Church Services and Divine Liturgies will be
conducted in Church behind closed doors by the priest, the chanter and the sexton.

No Church Service or Divine Liturgy can be omitted for two main reasons:
a) In order to praise and glorify the Thrice-Holy God; and

b) For Church Services and Divine Liturgies to be streamed online through social media
so that pious Christians can follow and pray along.



In this way, we are given the opportunity to make our home and our family a “church
that is in our house,” as the Apostle Paul conveys. Please let us all try to truly make our
home a “church that is in our house.”

I wish and pray that the Almighty God will soon help us overcome this ordeal. We, in
turn, will all try to strictly apply the instructions of the government authorities. Our life,
from morning to night, should be a continuous and uninterrupted prayer.

With fatherly love and blessings,

ARCHBISHOP SOTIRIOS
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